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Escape's first trivia night 

fundraiser is a huge success

Escape hosted its first trivia 
night fundraiser on Jan. 31 at 

the Sheraton Hotel in Chicago. 
Participants had the option of 
attending the event at the Sheraton 
or participating online by registering 
through Escape’s website. 
According to Escape’s CEO, Taylor 
Foley, the fundraiser was a huge 
success.
 “We 
completely 
blew our 
fundraising 
goal of $10,000 
out of the 
water,” Foley 
said. “With the 
help of all of 
our amazing 
donors, 
volunteers and 
sponsors, we 
managed to 
raise $17,632.”
 This 
money will soon be put toward 
sending more people on their dream 
vacations.
 In addition to an unexpected 
amount of funds, the trivia night 
fundraiser has also increased 
awareness of Escape. With Escape 
being a relatively new company, 
Foley remained optimistic but wasn’t 
setting her hopes too high in regard 
to the number of participants.
 Escape filled all of the tables at 
the Sheraton and had another 1,800 
people participate online. 

 “I couldn’t be happier about 
the turnout at the event,” Foley said. 
“My team and I are incredibly excited 
about the success we have achieved 
so far, but we know couldn’t have 
done it without the help of all of our 
participants, donors and volunteers 
who are spreading the word about 
Escape.”

 Although the 
event was 
successful in 
both funds raised 
and participation, 
it was also 
enjoyable. Escape 
provided prizes 
throughout 
the evening 
and included 
entertainment for 
children.
 Brian McCallan, 
a Chicago native, 
attended the 
event at the 

Sheraton with his family. He said 
he greatly enjoyed the event and is 
already looking forward to next year’s 
fundraiser. 
 “Not only is it for a good cause, 
but the trivia night is also incredibly 
fun,” McCallan said. “I guarantee that 
I will participating again next year.”
 Even with all of the success 
it has achieved, Escape has not lost 
sight of its mission: to improve the 
quality of life for those suffering from 
terminal illnesses.
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Escape fulfills dreams of the
terminally iLL

Letter from Escape CEO 
Taylor Foley

 Traveling. It’s one of those things that 
almost everyone wants to do, but for many 
reasons, most do not get the chance. Life gets 
busy, and we are forced to delay the things we 
want to do. We don’t realize that we’ve missed 
these opportunities until they are no longer 
available. Unfortunately, this feeling is all too 
familiar for people whose lives are cut short by 
terminal illnesses.
 This is where Escape comes in. Our 
mission is to improve the quality of life for the 
terminally ill by providing them with 
once-in-a-lifetime trips to anywhere in the world. 
We hope that these trips serve as a wonderful 
distraction from their illnesses and give them 
a new zest for life. We at Escape like to think 
that we are fulfilling a dream that would have 
otherwise been lost.
 Our first recipient was Marie Campbell. 
She chose to travel to Italy, which she had 
dreamed of doing since she was a child. After 
seeing how successful the trip was, my Escape 
team and I realized that we really could make a 
difference in the lives of those who truly deserve a 
break from the harsheness of reality.
 After months of promoting and raising 
awareness for Escape, we held our first trivia 
night fundraiser in January to raise more money 
for future trips. After surpassing our fundraising 
goal and raising $17,623, I have become 
extremely optimistic about the future of this 
company. With the growth we’ve experienced so 
far, we expect to triple our number of donors and 
sponsors within two to three years. 
 I want to thank all of our amazing donors, 
sponsors, volunteers and fundraiser participants 
for making all of this possible. You are truly the 
ones who are making the difference.
 As the CEO, I would have never expected 
this kind of dramatic growth so soon, but I couldn’t 
be happier. At the end of the day, the ultimate goal 
of Escape is to help others and hopefully make 
the world a better place. 

Fun Facts about the boss

• Studied abroad in Australia

• Loves indie films

• Cries when she watches The 

Office finale

• Has never broken a bone

• Favorite food: potatoes

• Celebrity crush: John Krasinski

• Not ashamed of her love for One 

Direction

2

This newsletter is published monthly by 
Taylor Foley, CEO of Escape. Questions, 
comments or suggestions may be sent to 

taylor.e.foley@okstate.edu.



 When given her diagnosis, she accepted 
that she would be limited and that her lifelong 
dream of traveling would never be fulfilled.
 Marie Campbell is a 24-year-old Missouri 
native who was diagnosed with terminal breast 
cancer at the age of 22. 
 As her cancer spread, Campbell’s life 
became about coping with her sickness and 
living for the little distractions.
 Accepting 
that the cancer 
would limit her, 
she gave up on 
traveling to Italy, 
which had been 
a dream of hers 
since she was 
young.
 Campbell’s 
oncologist, Dr. 
Bartlett, was the 
first to tell her 
about Escape. 
This organization 
works to improve 
the quality of life 
for terminally ill individuals by providing them 
with once-in-a-lifetime vacations.
 “Marie had told me how she’d always 
wanted to travel,” Bartlett said. “Knowing that 
Escape could make this happen, I spoke with 
her family and then recommended her as a 

candidate for a trip.”
 One day, Campbell received news that 
she had been selected to go on an all-expense-
paid trip to the destination of her choice.
 “I thought someone was playing a prank 
on me,” Campbell said. “There was absolutely 
no way that something like this was possible.”
Escape sent Campbell to Rome for 14 days. 
After returning from her trip, Campbell said that 

she felt completely refreshed.
 “Italy was just as beautiful as I’d always 
thought it would be,” Campbell said. “For once, I 
was able to forget about my cancer, and I have 
Escape to thank.”
 Taylor Foley, president of Escape, 
was happy to see that Campbell’s trip was 
a huge success and is eager to send more 
people on their dream vacations. She is also 

looking forward 
to the company’s 
upcoming trivia 
night fundraiser.
 “Being able to 
make a difference 
in someone’s life 
is so rewarding,” 
Foley said. “We 
would love to send 
someone else 
on a trip as soon 
as possible, and 
that is where our 
fundraiser comes 
into play.
 Escape’s first 

trivia night fundraiser was on Jan. 31 at the 
Sheraton Hotel in Chicago. The fundraising goal 
for the event was $10,000. These funds will go 
toward sending more terminally ill individuals 
on their own vacations. The trivia consisted of 
questions about cultures from around the world.
 Registration began in November and 
will remained open until the start of the event. 
If people were unable to make it to Chicago, 
they were able to live stream the event and 
participate via the Internet. More information 
about registration for future events can be found 
on Escape’s website, www.findyourescape.com. 
 By donating, volunteering and 
participating in Escape events, individuals have 
the opportunity to make a huge difference in the 
lives of deserving people like Marie Campbell. 
 “Escape is an extraordinary organization 
that has helped me in more ways than one,” 
Campbell said. “It is truly making the world a 
better place.”

Escape fulfills dreams of the
terminally iLL

"For once, I was able to 
forget about my cancer, 

and I have Escape to 
thank.”

Letter from Escape CEO 
Taylor Foley
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February 14
Valentine’s Day Fundraiser Dinner

March 8
Taylor Foley Speaks at OSU

April 6-12
American Cancer Society’s 

National Volunteer Week
April 19

Escape Chooses New Recipient!
May 15-18

Escape Booth at 
Tulsa International Mayfest

Upcoming Events

visit our website!
www.findyourescape.com

 As Escape grows, so do the 
opportunities to get involved. At the moment, we 
are in need of volunteers, sponsors and donors. 
The easiest way to get involved with Escape 
is to visit our website and check our upcoming 
events. We are always accepting donations and 
looking for people to donate and fill volunteer 
positions. 
 As Escape expands its reach, we need 
volunteers to help with registration of our 
annual trivia night fundraiser and other events 
throughout the year. We also need people 
willing to work booths that we set up at fairs and 
conferences. Escape’s main goal in this early 

stage is to raise awareness and acquire more 
donors.
 At Escape, 100 percent of the funds 
donated go to helping terminally ill individuals 
“find their escape.” By donating, you are 
fulfilling the dreams of those who are limited 
by debilitating illnesses. We have seen people 
return from these trips with a new zest for life 
despite having diseases that could take that 
zest away at any moment. Become part of this 
experience, and donate to Escape today. To find 
information on how to donate to or get involved 
with this great cause, visit our website, www.
findyourescape.com. 

Getting involved with escape


